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Life is full of unexpected. The formation of
this special issue on the recent popular landscape
performance topic is such example. Writing this
editorial brings me back to recall the occasion
when Dr. Guangsi Lin attended the 2014 Council
of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA)
annual conference in Baltimore. | was the CELA
Vice President for Research (VPR) in charge of the
abstract review process for the conference. Under
my tenure as VPR, “landscape performance”
became one of the CELA standard tracks and
was introduced the first time at a CELA annual
conference. As there were several presentations in
the landscape performance track at that conference,
Dr. Lin, later | knew, was drawn to sit in several of
them and decided that a special issue on landscape
performance in the near future issue of “Landscape
Architecture” will be appealing to China readers
because of its forward-thinking and potential
impact on the discipline and profession in China.
I was honored to be asked by Dr. Lin to layout
the composition of the topics reflecting current
status in the US and invite authors who have had
significant involvements in landscape performance
research. My idea of this special issue was to
provide an overview of the Landscape Performance
Series and encompass the quantification of all three
benefit aspects under the theoretical framework of
landscape performance, including environmental,
economic and social. Now reading the published
articles, my original idea was surpassed and elevated
by the rich and innovative studies contributed by
the suite of authors who are worth of mentioning.

Elen Deming is professor at University of
lllinois, Urbana-Champaign. She was a renowned

editor of Landscape Journal.

Barbara Deutsch is the Executive Director of
Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF), the
major driver of Landscape Performance Series.

Christopher Ellis is associate professor
at Maryland University and track co-chair of
landscape performance for the Council of
Educators in Landscape Architecture. He was a
research fellow in 2011 CSI Program by LAF.

Ming-Han Li (myself) is professor at Texas
A&M University. He was VPR of CELA from
2012-14 and a research fellow in 2012 CSI Program
by LAF.

Yi Luo is assistant professor at Texas Tech
University. She was a research assistant in 2012 CSI
Program by LAF.

Forster Ndubisi is professor and head of
landscape architecture and urban planning
department at Texas A&M University who chairs
the LAF’s research committee that initiated the
Landscape Performance Series.

TanerOzdil is associate professor at University
of Texas at Arlington. He was a research fellow in
2013 CSI Program by LAF.

Heather Whitlow is the manager of Case Study
Investigation (CSI) Program at LAF.

Bo Yang is assistant professor at Utah State
University. He was a research fellow in 2011, 2012
and 2013 CSI Programs by LAF.

Besides, Dr. Daixin Dai, associate professor
of Tongji University, China and | submitted a
manuscript entitled “Research Development of
Landscape Performance Assessment in America.”
This paper is included in this special issue as well.

Landscape performance research is still new.
Although such research has been initiated since

2010, the experience and method in quantifying

performance in the environmental, economic
and social aspects are limited. The landscape
architecture discipline and profession should
continue the path of evidence-based design
approach. The direction of what landscape
performance research can lead us to appears to
be a promising one. | welcome you to join the
adventure. (Written by Ming-Han Li)



